Dear Chairman Connaughton, Date: 10/25/2008

| wish to express my strong opposition to any and all efforts in designating a National Marine
Monument within the Exclusive Economic Zone of the Marianas archipelago via the
Antiquities Act of 1906 or by Executive Order.

As a citizen of the United States and resident of the Marianas archipelago, consisting of
the Territory of Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), | hope
you redlize that the Marianas fishing community continually promotes responsible and
sustainable fishing practices which provide for the nutritional needs of our families, as well the
rest of the island community.

The people of the Marianas are comprised of a number of family-oriented Pacific Islander
cultures, including recognized fishing communities, living peacefully side by side with other
mainstream Americans who collectively practice sustainable and responsible fishing. That is,
until the Pew Environment Group began their hard sell national monument campaign in the
CNMI for a'no-take' marine protected area covering over one third of the entire CNMI Exclusive
Economic Zone. The people of the CNMI have been subjugated to Pew's 'educational program'’
for the past 10 months; however it was only last week that the people of Guam realized that the
entire Marianas Trench, including an area within Guam waters, may be considered for
designation of a National Marine Monument.

The monument proposal issue has become extremely controversial in our communities
with Pew at the forefront hindering our traditional approach of a community-based decision
making process for determining important island issues. These critical issues affect all islanders
and must be decided upon based on our time line, not some artificial political deadline.

With thisin mind:

The People of the Marianas Archipelago desire to keep the CHOICE to commercia and
recreationally fish over the ENTIRE Marianas Archipelago Exclusive Economic Zone;

The People of the Marianas Archipelago desire to KEEP the present marine resource
management authorities of the Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council and
National Marine Fisheries Service; and

The People of the Marianas Archipelago desire to keep the CHOICE of exploring
options related to oil, gas and mineral extraction over the ENTIRE Marianas Archipelago
Exclusive Economic Zone.



With al due respect Mr. Connaughton, please do not take away our cultural rights to
sustainably use our natural resources in the manner which we have been doing for thousands of
years. These resources belong to the people of the Marianas archipelago and should not be used
for the advancement of US mainland politics for an outgoing President.

Sincerely,



Dear Sir/Madame,

| vehemently oppose any efforts to try to persuade the President or federal entities to establish
Marine Protected Areas, Marine Conservation Areas or a Marine National Monumentsin the
U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone of the Marianas to include isands under existing CNMI
Government protection, as being strongly urged by the Pew Environmental Group.

As a citizen of the United States, | support fishermen in the Marianas, to include Guam and the
CNMI. They continually promote sustainable fishing practices that provide for the nutritional
needs of their families, as well the rest in the island community,

The President in the past issued an Executive Memo that recognizes the views of territorial
governments, local governments and interested parties which have all demonstrated strong
opposition to any form arbitrary Presidential designation.

...Further, “ The White House will not consider any proposed project that hints of controversy”
(letter dated 30 April 2008). The fishing constituency and the people of the Marianas are
comprised of a number of Pacific ISander cultures living side by side with other mainstream
Americans who collectively practice sustainable fishing.

Let it be known to the President that:

The Marianas Fishing Community is not the cause of the degradation of high seas fish stocks
or the destruction of critical marine habitat;

The Marianas Fishing Community has historically (nearly 4,000 years) proven to be excellent
stewards of the ocean whereby the harvest is primarily consumed by the community;

The Marianas Fishing Community continues to provide sustenance to residents of our islands
without the need to implement industrialized harvesting methods.

The Marianas Fishing Community should be allowed to continue to fish in the waters of the
Marianas with traditional or modern effective fisheries management tools.

The Marianas Fishing Community wholeheartedly supports the existing management regime
as established by the U.S. Congress under the M agnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
M anagement Act.

The Marianas Fishing Community recognizes that the Western Pacific Regional Fishery
Management Council for several decades has banned the use of the Trawl Nets, Gill Nets and
most recently Purse Seine.

The WPRFM C also established large closed areas whereby larger (50') scale fishing vessels are
prohibited from entering; thus protecting seamounts from industrialize resource extraction to
include anchoring which adversely impacts the marine habitat.



In closing, the M arianas Fishing Community is not responsible for over-fishing and should not
be penalized for the acts in other jurisdictions that utilize gear and practices that do not support

sustainable use, or responsible conservation and management regimes.

Sincerely,
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